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HAM SHACK
INTERCOM
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Did you know that pipe-pounding and light-
flicking infercom systems are obsolete2 Try this

| efficient, all-electronic model and promote
peace with the family.

—Lighthouse Larry
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Checking the operation of this ‘‘earphone chassis” model
sent me digging into my old junk box to find the necessary
material. Out came a plastic-cased earphone instead of the
metal one shown in the original model built by Edgar M.
Weed, K2BO, of Morris Plains 22, N. ]J.

A pi from a mangled 2.5 mh RF choke was connected as a
self-resonant coil in the illustrated circuit to receive the local
broadcast station operating on the 1240 KC Conelrad fre-
quency. Another pi may be connected in series with the first
for improved results if your local station operates below 1000
KC. For the “last ounce’ in volume, a Miller type 70A slug-
tuned antenna coil could be used in a large headphone case
with the slug adjusted by a screwdriver through a hole in the { :
case. I

A “field” test was made by running around the neighbor- IN4S8
hood clipping the antenna lead onto fences, fire hydrants,
unoccupied automobiles, and the like. A weighted length of ol
antenna wire was even tossed over some tree branches with M.ED.
good results. (These tests are best made at night unless you = S
want to convince your already skeptical neighbors that their _+_ OPTIONAL GROUND
favorite radio amateur has gone completely crazy!) ==
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Practically all of the letters I have received for ¥
OPERATION CRYSTAL so far stress the fact that 6O FT.
plenty of antenna is needed for maximum results when
fishing for DX. The biggest idea along this line came
from Herbert H. Eltz, W¢JDT, of Juniata, Nebraska,
where they apparently have plenty of wide open spaces
for antennae like the one shown in the surrounding
drawing. This “loop” antenna should make even the
simplest circuit, shown below, a real DX getter. CRYSTAL

RECEIVER

This set makes up in volume and simplicity what it lacks in selectivity, according to
tests run at my shack. The strongest local station will be the one that wins at the
earphones. In some locations a mixture of stations will result, but that should be no
problem when receiving Conelrad. Polarity of the crystal seems to be unimportant.
Although several persons submitted this idea, Jerry Lucha, of Wilmington, Delaware,
sent the first such entry to be received at my office.

All ideas submitted before December 1, 1955, will be eligible for publication in the OPERATION CRYSTAL column. (See G-E
HAM NEWS, Volume 10, No. 1.) Do not send in your model! Construction and antenna hints of an outstanding nature are also
eligible. All material submitted must be free of patent restrictions and becomes the property of G-E HAM NEWS.

—Danny Dicde






