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Electric Current
Moves From Negative
To Positive Terminal-

® For many yearsit was assumed that electric current moved from Positive to Negative
terminal. But in "THE 'RADIO' HANDBOOK" you learn why this theory was not
correct. It has now been found that the contrary is true . . . electrons move from
Negative to Positive terminal.

In "THE 'RADIO" HANDBOOK" you also find a complete chapter devoted to the
fundamentals of electricity and radio. The newer Electron Theory is used throughout

. a simpler, more practical, more understandable way to master the important
subjects.

"THE 'RADIO' HANDBOOK" is up-to-date; in it you find theory which has not been
published before. You find tables, charts, diagrams, formulae and facts of untold
value to the radio amateur, engineer, experimenter, student, novice.

It is a 300 page book, chock-full of the latest and best in amateur receiving and frans-
miting equipment, including controlled carrier modulation, new grid-modulation
systems, constructional details for building better receivers and transmitters, 67
pages of 5-meter data.

The sale of this handbook by "RADIO" has been enormous . . . far exceeding our
fondest hopes. Letters and telegrams of congratulation are being received hourly.
Some dealers have re-ordered as many as nine times within a single month.

If you want the new authority in amateur radio literature, get your copy of "FHE
'RADIO' HANDBOOK" today. If your dealer does not sell it, send your order direct
to the publisher. But go to your dealer first . .. he is your friend . . . he is anxious
to serve you.

For those who cannot purchase copies from dealers, the coupon below can be sent
to us. Attach a dollar bill, check, money-order or stamps . . . and MAIL TODAY.

o

Publichers of "RADIO"
Pacific Building, San Francisco, California

Here is $1.00. Send me a copy of the 300 page book, "THE 'RADIO" HANDBOOK®", postage-paid.

N
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Radiotorual (omment
® “The only cloud is a lack of prizes. We do
not have enough small prizes for a drawing
in which an estimated 500 will participate.
We realize that your only retwrn is derive
from the ‘good-will’ and advertising received,
and we will help you in this way to the
greatest possible extent. The FRRL (Fox
River Radio League of Aurora, Illinois) real-
izes that the manufacturer and dealer has been
deluged with these requests, and that some-
thing must be done to reduce them. We
shall bring this matter up during the conven
tion, calling attention to the fact that the
donors of prizes are deserving of special
recognition for their generosity at this time.
In return for your support we intend to go
on record as favoring a reduction in the num-
ber of Hamfests and Conventions, and to co-
operate with other clubs in this vicinity to
further the plan.”

So reads part of a communication received
from the Fox River Radio League, Aurora,
Illinois. A discussion of the matter has
brought varied comment from manufactur-
ers and dealers who have been questioned by
the publishers of this magazine. The count-
less number of small hamfests have been a
thorn in the side of manufacturers, jobbers
and dealers. East Coast radio clubs write
to West Coast manufacturers for prizes, and
vice versa. Said one manufacturer who spe-
cializes in the making of high-priced equip-
ment: “We hate like hell to turn down these
requests for prizes, yet we fear a bad reac-
tion on the part of the amateurs if we refuse
to donate. Our product is a specialty; it
costs us almost twenty dollars to manufacture,
and our margin of profit is exceedingly small.
If we donated a prize to each of those who
requested us to do so, we would have been
forced to close our doors long ago. Yet we
have been roundly criticized because we po-
litely refused to donate equipment to certain
radio clubs, even after explaining in com-
plete detail the reason why it is absolutely
impossible for us to play Santa Claus to the
myriad of clubs who ask us to offer dona-
tions. We are in favor of making donations
only to the larger and more important an-
nual conventions, and we welcome the time
when some aggressive radio club member-
ship will see to it that a ruling is made to
the effect that prizes are solicited only for
the important amateur gatherings.”

Many an amateur will travel hundreds of
miles to attend a hamfest in anticipation that
he will bring home with him a few kilowatts
of transformer, a dozen mikes of 5000 volt
condenser, or perhaps a complete half-K'W
radiophone job, ready to operate, with a
special-privilege radiophone license thrown
in by a big-hearted radio inspector. Too
often has the hamfester returned home in
disgust, protesting that he spent two dollars

(%

for a hamfest ticket and came home with
nothing more than a 50,000 ohm resistor
with one of the contacts broken off. Then
there is the hamfester who wins a valuable
prize—sells it for a fraction of its worth
before he leaves the prize shuffle, and re-
turns home to tell the neighboring hams that
he didn’t win a thing.

Some radio clubs have licked the free-
prize racket in various ways, others have not
been so successful. Are the radio amateurs
the chosen people of God? When they meet,
sometimes with only a handful in attendance,
some manufacturer, dealer, jobber, some-
where, is approached for the usual lot of
prizes.

If there are no prizes the rukus goes down
in history as the worst flop since the Phila-
delphia Exposition. When a blow-out of
radio servicemen is called, when automobile
salesmen or mechanics meet, when aeronau-
tical technicians gather, you don’t walk in on
those meetings and find a huge array of free
console radio sets and airplane engines stack-
ed high on the speakers’ table. And nobody
makes the rounds of the audience to peddle
tickets at a dollar a dozen so that some lucky
fellow can walk home with a nice new auto-
mobile body or an airplane engine under his
arm.

The free-prize racket has made a chiseler
out of many an otherwise-modest radio ama-
teur. So to the Fox River Radio League of
Aurora goes the unspoken thanks of many
a radio manufacturer, jobber, dealer who has
long waited for someone to take the bull by
the horns and do something to clean up a
situation which has oft given amateur radio
a beautiful black eye. Unfortunately these
manufacturers, jobbers and dealers dare not
express their opinions publicly.

On the other hand, there isn't a merchant
in the radio industry who wouldn’t open the
doors of his stock room to the radio ama-
teurs so that their annual conventions can be
well supplied with free prizes. Thus the
FRRL suggestion should warrant action on
the part of every business-like group of ama-
teurs. If a standing rule is made that prizes
will be solicited only for the big annual
gatherings, watch the number and the qual-
ity of the prizes jump about 8 points on the
R scale.
—_— 000
Viva La Roberts!
® ARRL Director Roberts of the Central
Division will have something to say at the
8th Anual Convention, August 4 in the Ex-
position Park, Aurora, Illinois. What he will
say should furnish material for a new chap-
ter in amateur radio history. Roberts, when
first elected to office, was a devout Warner
supporter. Literature printed in his division
carried glowing tribute to the man who so

successfully wiggled his way out of many
an embarrassing situation (with major ex-
ceptions). More recently Director Roberts
had a taste of how the Warner machine func-
tioned. He returned from the Hartford Board
meeting with fire in his eyes . . . determined
to clean house at “Headquarters”, had himself
appointed a member of both the ARRL In-
vestigating Committee and the ARRL Cairo
Committee. Reports from the midwest are
loaded with juicy, spicy tales of how this
man Roberts feels about conditions at Hart-
ford . . . how he is going about his work to
make a clean sweep of the debris which has
cluttered the trail of the amateur paper-
victory propagandists.

It has been rumored that Roberts will de-
clare himself at the Aurora Convention. He
is a man mature in years, successful in busi-
ness in no small way, active in amateur radio
for quite a number of years. Some say that
Roberts is cautiously feeling his way along,
ready to spring a sensation or two when the
ARRL Investigating Committee reports this
fall. And so the entire amateur fraternity
anxiously awaits the announcement which
Roberts will make on August 4. Comment
on his message wil be in September
“RADIO”. 1In the meantime, it behooves
every clean-thinking amateur not to sell
Roberts short.

[ L X ]

Lop-Sided Editorial Policy?
@ Quotations from a letter from Colonel
Foster to a Warner supporter: ‘I really en-
joy getting beaten up. I only wish some of
the other Warner supporters would come to
his aid instead of leaving him to fight his bat-
tles all alone.” Asking permission to reprint
a post-card received from the Warner sup-
porter, the Colonel adds: “If you will do
this (permission to reprint the card) I'll see
that it is printed in a prominent place in
‘RADIO’ and word-for-word just as you
write it. You surely could have mo objection
to having the gang see in print what you send
through the mails in an open postcard. Now,
do I get the article or letter for publication?
And do I get your permission to publish your
postcard? I'll even PAY you for the mate-
rial. I'll give you ten dollars for an article of,
say 1000 words, and I'll give you five dollars
for permission to publish your postcard. Any-
thing fairer than that?”

So that those who have falsely labored
under the impression that the pages of this
magazine are open only to those on “our”
side of the fence, an offer is made by the
Colonel to pay for the aforementioned bit
of pro-Warner propaganda. If the Warner
man accepts, you will see his writings in
“RADIO”. If he rufuses, the $10 goes back
into the Colonel’s till.

(Continued on page 29)
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